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THE 
KICK 
THAT HIT 
RYUKI 
RIGHT AS 
HE WAS 
LANDING 
THREW 
HIM OFF- 
BALANCE. 


THIS WAS 
KOKURO’S 
WINNING 
STRATEGY. 


A HIGH-SPEED 
COMBINATION 
THAT TRADED 
_IN DESTRUCTIVE 
FORCE FOR 
LANDING 
MORE BLOWS. 


\ HE’DHITHIS {\\ 
OPPONENT | 
WITH RUSH 

PUNCHES 
UNTIL THEY 
STOPPED 
MOVING, 
THEN SINK 
THEM WITH | 
A POWERFUL 
BLOW. 


ON ACCOUNT 

OF THE SHEER 

SIMPLICITY OF 
q THIS STRATEGY, 

IT’S NEXT TO 

IMPOSSIBLE FOR 

: AN OPPONENT 
| | TOGET OUT OF. 


STRIKES 
ARE 
SPECIAL- 
IZED FoR 
LAND- &@ 
ING... \) 
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BUT HE'S 
PARRYING 
THEM SO 
EASILY, 
YOU'D THINK 
HE WAS DOING 
ASSEMBLY LINE 
WORKU! 


I WAS TRYING 
TO CAPITALIZE 
ON HIM LOSING 
HIS BALANCE...! 
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AND IT’S 
HOW QUICKLY 
HE SWITCHES 

STRATEGIES 
THAT MAKES 
KOKURO SO 


DANGEROUS. (24> 
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if 


HE DOESN’T 
STICK TO HIS 
WINNING 
STRATEGY. 
IF IT DOESN'T 
WORK, HE 
SWITCHES 
IT UP. 


BES 


He's [, 


ALREADY 
SWITCHED | SS 
UP HIS 
STRATEGY 
Mi? 
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KOKURO 
CHANGED 
HIS STRA- | 
TEGY YET 
AGAIN. 
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THESE DECISION- - ‘ = 

MAKINGSKILLS WERE f(g - 2 ss der hal 
ALLARGE PART OF WHAT |= Z , DECISION- 

ALLOWED KOKUROTO \ MAKING 
MAKE IT INTO THE UPPER f= \ “S=] SKILLS, UN- 
RANKS OF THE FIGHTERS ee 

IN THE BRIEF SPAN HISGWIN 

OF A YEAR. ABILITY. 


STRONGER £ 
THAN I AM § 
NOW. : 


Yh aS ANDIGAOH, 
Kokuro’s AND . ESPECIALLY: 
GONNA UsE_ !T'S DE- , Se 
THAT TECH- STRUC- 
NIQUE. I CAN TIVE 
GUARANTEE ENOUGH 
TO MAKE FA 
uP For Vj 
A LITTLE 
GAP IN 


COME THIS TIME, 
ON... ‘ I'M GONNA 
LEMME FIGURE THAT 
SEE TECHNIQUE 

ii OUT... 


KOKURO 
IMMEDI- 
ATELY 
CLOSED THE 
DISTANCE. 


MEANWHILE, 
RYUKI TOOK 
A STANCE FOR 
THE FIRST eS a 
TIME SINCE i 6 
THE MATCH 
STARTED. 
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AND AT 
THIS RANGE, 
HELL CATCH 
ME BEFORE 
I CAN BRING 
HIM DOWN... 


RESILIENT, 
AFTER 
ALL... 


«OKAY. 
I‘Lt HIT 
HIM WITH A 
COUNTER. 


LET'S SEE 
WWAT A 


A 
“FRONT-2 


ISA 
LETHAL 
FRONT KICK 
WITH ALL 
ITS POWER 
CONCEN- 
TRATED INTO 
KOKURO’S 
BIG TOE. 


THE KICK 
BECOMES 
A BLUNT 
WEAPON 
THAT CAN 
BORE 
THROUGH 
GLASS AND 
BREAK 
BONE. 


SINGLE 
POINT, 


SPEED IS 
ESSENTIAL 
TO TRANS- 
FORM THIS 
MODIFIED 

FRONT KICK 
INTOA 
FINISHING 
MOVE. 


FOR EIGHT 
YEARS SINCE, 
HE DIDN'T GO A 
DAY WITHOUT 
THROWING 
THESE TWO 
THOUSAND 
FRONT KICKS. 


TWELVE YEARS INTO 
HIS MARTIAL ARTS 
CAREER, KOKURO 
BEGAN FOCUSING ON 
HIS FRONT KICKS TO 
REACH EVEN HIGHER 
HEIGHTS OF POWER. 
HE PRACTICED HIS 
KICKS A THOUSAND 
TIMES A DAY WITH 
EACH FOOT. 
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1 THAN A JAB: 
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“STINGER”! 
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| | COULDN'T eee . <7 
| REACT FAST wif 
ENOUGH... 


| DIDN'T 
KNOW THERE 
WERE GUYS 

AS STRONG AS 
YOU ON THE 

“OUTSIDE.” 


